
Raleigh: Zely & RitZ By Patricia Staino
tucked in the middle of Raleigh’s trendy glenwood South 

dining and nightlife district, Zely & Ritz is a tapas restaurant 
and wine bar that focuses on fresh, organic, locally grown 
ingredients in small dishes served in the Spanish tapas-style. 

Chef Sarig agasi, who grew up on a kibbutz on the northern 
coast of israel, combines classical French techniques with 
Mediterranean and Middle eastern spices to create unique 
interpretations of classics such as pork liver pate with corn bread 
and candied kumquat chutney; braised lamb shank with nine 
spices and preserved lemon jus; salmon with local blackberry 
sauce; and succotash with butter beans, field peas, and sweet 
corn. 

But it’s not Chef agasi’s innovative recipes and gourmet touch 
alone that make Zely & Ritz a novel kind of dining experience 
— it’s the concept of the farm-to-table dynamic that he, his 
wife Nancy, and co-owner Richard holcomb of Coon Rock 
Farm, are committed to realizing through the restaurant. 

agasi and his wife, Nancy, Zely’s wine expert, joined forces 
with holcomb. Not only does Coon Rock supply organic 
vegetables, hormone- and antibiotic-free meats, eggs, and 
honey for the restaurant, but to complete the sustainable cycle, 

the restaurant’s food waste is taken back to the farm to be used 
as fertilizer for future crops. 

“Most of the organic food you buy in the grocery store is 
not from a bucolic family farm,” said holcomb, who grew 
up farming in North Carolina but was persuaded there was 
no future in it. “Organic does not mean local- and family-
grown, but at Zely & Ritz, it does.” the organic and locally 
grown ingredients fuel agasi’s creations, and with a menu 
that changes daily, diners will find a new favorite every time 
they go. luckily, there’s no need to choose just one dish as 
an entree; the many small plates available every day are the 
perfect size to allow tastes of the baby octopus stew, roasted 
emu, and creamy risotto with coq au vin, just for yourself or 
shared with a table full of friends. 
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