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No longer just a pass-through on the way to the beach, a Carteret County 
town transcends its image with an artisan espresso bar, a specialty beer 
shop, and several funky stores.

Cedar Point

Written by: Patricia Staino

The 3.5-mile stretch of N.C. Highway 24 between 
Swansboro and the bridge to Emerald Isle was once just the final 
few minutes in the car before the beach vacation began. There 
wasn’t much to see or do — some boat moorings, a barbecue 
joint, a gas station for that last-minute fill-up. Few travelers even 
noticed they were driving through the town of Cedar Point, an 
enclave of less than 1,000 residents that shares a post office with 
Swansboro and a town hall with Cape Carteret. 

But in the last few years, Cedar Point has blossomed into 
a bustling little shopping destination as one-of-a-kind shops, 
restaurants, and even day spas, have popped up on this short 
stretch of road making it a welcoming destination for the 
locals as well as travelers. 

First things first: Coffee
Carteret County’s only true artisan espresso bar is not a 

slick chain with overhead lights and commercial tie-ins.
“It started with the search for good coffee,” says Kerry 

Lee Baker, owner of CU4 Coffee and a Seattle, Washington, 
native. “I felt there were a lot of coffee shops popping up, but 
they all have semi-automatic machines. Here, I hire and train 
baristas and use a top roaster, which makes an artisan coffee 
of much higher quality.”

But at CU4 Coffee, the perfect cup of joe is made even 
more perfect by the company. Every morning is a reunion 

— customers catching up on what’s new since yesterday as a 
barista noisily pounds the grounds, and conversation is briefly 
overcome by the whir and gurgle of the espresso machine.

The coffee shop is frequented by locals — some even have 
their own designated mugs under the counter — and they’ll 
often go behind the bar to help Baker clean up or take 
orders at the drive-thru window. 

While CU4’s decor may be reminiscent of traditional 
coffee houses — comfy seats, bookshelves, an oversized 
magnetic poetry board — Baker has shied away from 
offering internet access like many big coffee chains. CU4 
Coffee is much more about socializing and interaction. 

 “It’s become the warm, inviting part of my day. I see my 
friends and I meet new people every time I come in,” says 
regular Anita Watson, who has lived in the area for 15 years. 
“The coffee shop has given us something more metropolitan 
that we needed, but at the same time it gives you that small-
town feeling when you’re sitting here.”

Stock up: Astrid’s European Trends
When met at the front door by a five-foot-high, ebony 

“totem pole” peopled by the individual faces of an African 
village, visitors know that Astrid’s European Trends is not 
just another souvenir store at the beach. 

“My parents are both from Germany and I lived there 
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Coffeeshop proprietor Kerry Lee Baker keeps the locals well fueled;  
Astrid Wieschmann ensures that her shop stocks one-of-a-kind items.

Handblown glass "fairy balls,"  
miniature tea sets, and custom-
created jewelry set Cedar 
Point's gift shops apart.
Right:  Visitors receive a 
welcoming invitation at 911 
Restoration.
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for awhile, and the whole idea was to make available some 
of the things we didn’t have here,” says shop owner Astrid 
Wieschmann. “Everybody who comes in loves it. They call it a 
museum — they need an explanation for everything.”

The store’s hip, chic interior, with its bright, overhead lights 
and glass shelving, is the perfect environment for browsing the 
sleek, modern, rainbow-colored housewares from European 
designers. Stainless steel and chrome reflect the cherry-red, 
acid-green, and citrus-orange designs that include abstract 
metal bowls, beaded candlesticks, teapots, decorative serving 
plates, and a bevy of functional yet minimalist kitchen gadgets. 
Astrid’s also specializes in handmade art glass jewelry, much 
of it from Italy, and other fun gift items like flat candles from 
Austria. 

The store reflects the tastes of Astrid and her mother, who 
are business partners. One corner of the shop migrates from 
Europe to Africa, displaying carved ebony rhinos, elephants, 
and buffalo that Wieschmann’s father, an importer/exporter, 
has brought back from his travels to Mozambique. 

According to Wieschmann, who grew up in the Swansboro/
Cedar Point area, she’s excited to be one of the business owners 
who is bringing hard-to-find and never-before-seen items to 
eastern North Carolina. “Now, if we could just get a big, high-
end shoe store to open here,” she says, laughing.

Beer here: 911 Restoration
Step through the entrance of 911 Restoration into “Helga’s 

Tea Room,” a screened-in porch lined from floor to ceiling 
with antique and novelty teapots and named for the owner’s 
mother. Like Alice’s eclectic tea party, and heralded by its 
motto — “Seize the teas and peruse the brews” — Erika 
Worden’s store brings together a potpourri of mismatched 
delights that are linked simply by being things that make her 
and her husband happiest: tea, art, and beer. Lots of beer.

Worden, a transplanted New Englander, spent many years 
in the wine and culinary industries. “Living here in Carteret 
County for five years and seeing all the changes that have 

happened, I want to keep that going in the right direction,” 
she says.

The beer selection was added to get her husband excited 
about the store. 911 Restoration now stocks 100 varieties 
of beer including Amichlaus, an Austrian beer brewed every 
December 6th and matured an entire year before being 
released; He’Brew, a kosher beer; and the (aptly named?) 
Blithering Idiot and Delirium Tremens. Worden also sponsors 
monthly beer tastings.

Visitors duck inside to browse the tea selection, artisan-
crafted silver and semi-precious jewelry, and of course, the 
beer room (feel free to crack one open while shopping). 
Winding their way through the house, customers will also find 
spices, snacks, mixes, and condiments; pottery, paintings, and 
sculpture; and, in the “pet hallway,” collars, leashes, pet-related 
artwork, and treats for Fido. 

“I specialize in so many items,” says Worden. “Each room has 
taken on its own identity, and each room is a store unto itself.”

Christina’s Collectibles
Wander across the small pathway from 911 Restoration to 

Christina’s Collectibles for handmade, personal, artistic flair. 
Visitors are treated to the soft tunes of Depression-era radio hits.

“I’ve lived here my whole life,” says Christina Mitchell, 
owner. “Everything in the shop is inspired by someone or 
something in my life. I wanted to bring back some of the 
nostalgic things that inspired me as a child.”

The glittering, handblown glass “fairy balls” that float 
overhead are customer favorites, banishing evil spirits and 
attracting good luck. The eclectic mix of doorknob wine 
stoppers, record album purses, and storybook charm necklaces 
are often displayed on the odd hanging ironing board or 
recycled door. Fragrant lotions and soaps are displayed in the 
powder room; children’s toys and decor enliven the nursery; 
jams and pasta sauces line the shelves in the kitchen; a wide 
selection of cherry-picked wines can be found in an entryway 
made over into a wine cellar. Mitchell also plays host to 

More than 100 craft 
brews fill the cases at 
911 Restoration. 
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